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A Samaritan’s Story 
In late May and early June, we 

found ourselves needing 
volunteer doctors to cover the 
clinic for two weeks. Drs. 
Andrew Bowser, Karen Cornett, 
Jason Peet, and Kristi Stafford, 
along with nurse practitioner 
Marilyn Anderson, all came to 
help out.  

One day, when Dr. Cornett 
was helping us, a patient came to 
see us for the first time. She is in 
her mid-fifties, average weight, 
and looked healthy. She 
complained of being thirsty all 

of the time and having burning 
during urination. 

A quick blood sugar test 
revealed a level of over 500 
(normal even after eating would 
be below 150). A Hemoglobin 
A1c test (used to gauge average 
blood sugar levels over a three 
month period) came back off of 
the scale. The woman has 
diabetes and was in terrible 
shape.  

After treating her with insulin 
and giving her some medication 
from our stock, our diabetes 

educator was able to spend some 
time with the woman. 

Can you imagine how scared 
this woman was that day? But 
Dr. Cornett, our nurse, Eryn 
Tatum, and our diabetes 
educator, Kathy Lux, were able 
to care for her, comfort her, and 
educate her.  

Thank you for being there for 
her too. You were there through 
your financial support, volunteer 
time, and prayers. You are all 
part of her story too. We hope it 
delights you to know that!  

A Time to Celebrate!A Time to Celebrate!A Time to Celebrate!A Time to Celebrate!    
By John Willome, Executive Director 

 

Something that we often forget to do 
as God’s people is celebrate. Sure, we 
can throw a party with the best of them 
for things like birthdays and 
anniversaries. But what about other 
times? 

For example, my mother was really 
sick a few years ago. Like most people 
in that situation, we prayed hard for her.  
For whatever reason, God said yes to 
our prayers and the tumors turned out 
to be benign. It was a tough year for 
her, but God said, “Yes!”  

My parents celebrated that victory. 
They gave gifts to their friends and 
family. They treated themselves to 
things they normally don’t buy. They 
gave money to charities. In their own 
way, they partied and they let their 
friends know that they were celebrating 
what God did for them. 

The last fourteen months have been 
difficult at the center. We have had 
fourteen different physicians help us 
since Dr. Porto left. It was hard on the 
volunteers, staff, and even patients.  

Now, God has brought us the doctor 
He had for us all along (see picture on 
this page and the article on page 5). It 
is time for us to celebrate. Be on the 
lookout for a party we will have early in 
the fall. We want to let everyone know 
that we know that God is faithful and 
God is good. Sometimes He tells us, 
“No,” but it is never because He doesn’t 
love us. 

Saying thank you to Linda �oe 
After nearly four years on the staff, and a period 

of time before that as a volunteer, Linda Noe has 
decided it is time for her to move on. She will be 
missed and we want to thank her for all that she has 
done for us.  

Linda volunteered as a volunteer coordinator 
when the center was the Free Clinic. After finishing 
her degree in Psychology, she joined the staff in the 
fall of 2005 as the first paid volunteer coordinator. 

Later, Linda became our office administrator, 
ensuring patients are eligible to receive our services 
and making sure the office runs smoothly.  

Linda has served our patients with love and 
compassion. She has gone above and beyond the call 
of duty more than once to love people who needed 
more than just a doctor or dentist appointment.  

Linda, we love you and we will miss you. Thank 
you for all that you have done. 

Christa O’Leary, D.O., 
(pictured here with her 
husband, Denis) will 
become the center’s 
new medical director on 
July 6. Please see page 
five to learn more about 
The O’Learys. 
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“A Healing Place” 

Thank you, Linda )oe, for 
your many years of service. 



Linda and Ed Metzler have found a way to 
pursue their passion and serve together. 

 
 
 

The Native Plant Society of Texas (NPSOT) 
has brought us a lot of volunteers to make our 
landscaping special. Two of those volunteers are 
Linda and Ed Metzler.  

Linda leads one of the teams and Ed serves 
with her on that team. They have a myriad of 
interests, but one thing they share is a love for 
plants. In fact, each of them has served on the 
board of NPSOT. 

The Good Samaritan Center’s landscaping 
needs give them the opportunity “get out of 
myself,” as Linda puts it and “be an influence for 
good.” 

Ed enjoys serving with Linda at the center 
because he likes knowing that he is helping 
support such a worthy cause. “The clinic meets a 
clear need in the community, and I can help make 
it succeed,” Ed said.  

He has also had several people compliment 
the center’s landscaping to him. “I also see 
immediate results, so I get positive feedback right 
away,” he explained. 

When asked what keeps her coming back to 
the center, Linda said, “It is a place of caring for a 
large part of our society who, for whatever reason, 
doesn’t have the resources for medical care.” 

But their work is not limited to The Good 
Samaritan Center. One of NPSOT’s other projects 
is helping Habitat for Humanity and doing 
landscaping for the houses they build. 

“I guess what keeps me coming back is my 
promise to God to become the person I hope I will 
be,” Linda concluded. “I want to be an influence 
for good, and this is just a small part of doing 
something for someone else in need.” 

We are grateful to Linda, Ed, and the other 
twenty-plus volunteers who help with our 
landscaping. We have the prettiest doctor’s office 
in town, and they are all a big reason why.  
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“I want to be an 
influence for good, and 
this is just a small part of 
doing something for 
someone else in need.” 

Linda Metzler 

We are very blessed to have so many dentists and hygienists 
who volunteer in our dental clinic. To give you a feel for how our 
dental clinic has grown, here are our dental and hygiene 
appointment numbers over the last four years. 

Year       Appointments 
2005    514 
2006    551 
2007    642 
2008 1,009 

In addition to our dental assistant, Jo Ann Ewan, and two part-
time dentists, Drs. Nora McKinney and Jan Warner, we have five 
dentists who volunteer every month to do exams, extractions, and 
fillings. We also have four hygienists and two retired periodontists 
who do cleanings.  

Dental Volunteers Hygiene Volunteers 
David Heinrich, DDS Michael Brunsvold, DDS 
Lance Kovar, DDS L.K. Croft, DDS 
Randy Kunze, DDS Polly Horany 
Jay Lindsey, DDS Kelly Sosland 
Melissa Triplett, DDS Veronica Strackbein 
   Sandra Striegler 

Our goal is to top 1,200 dental and hygiene appointments in 
2009, but we couldn’t do it without our volunteers and staff. They 
are all making a big difference in precious lives, and it is exciting to 
be able to offer this service to our patients. 

Volunteers Keep our 

Dental Program Growing 

Samaritans Among Us 

We have 90 volunteers help us every month. Suzanne Wood 
(top) audits charts, Catherine Davis (left) volunteers at the 
front desk and Dr. Lance Kovar (right) is a dentist. Thanks 

to them and everyone else who helps us help others. 

Linda and Ed Metzler are members of 
one of four landscaping teams that 
volunteer at the center every month. 
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Yes, I want to help! 
You are welcome to help us in any way that you feel led to be involved. Because we charge only $15 to $25 per patient visit, we end up 
subsidizing about $85 for every appointment we see. This money comes from private donations and foundations. Of course, there are 
other ways to help too. Volunteers and in-kind donations help us to minimize our costs and use our resources wisely. Please take a 
moment to pray and consider whether you would like to become a volunteer or donor. Thank you! 
 
Name:         

Address:         

City/ST/Zip:        

Phone:    Fax:     

Email:         

□   Check Enclosed  □   Credit Card (Visa or MC)  

__ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ - __ __ __ __ Exp Date____/____ 

Memorials/Honorariums (circle one): 

Name of honoree:       

Person(s) to be notified:      

Address:        

City/State/Zip:       

 
The Good Samaritan Center is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

Your donation is tax deductible. 
 

The Good Samaritan Center 

140 Industrial Loop, Ste 100 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 

Phone: 830.990.8651  
Fax: 830.990.0852 

www.goodsamfbg.org 

John Willome, Executive Director 
jwillome@beecreek.net 

□ Monthly commitment (amount $        ) 

□ One-time donation (amount $            ) 

□ Memoriam/Honorarium (see below) 

□ Wish List (see back for list) 

□ Volunteer (type of activity           ) 

□ Please make my gift anonymous 

Welcome our new  

Medical Director and her family. 
 Christa O’Leary, D.O., will become The Good Samaritan 

Center’s new medical director on Monday, July 6. As many of you 
know, this has been a long search, but it has culminated with 
someone who is not only a quality doctor, but also has experience 
with charitable clinics like ours and vision for what we can be in the 
future. 

Dr. O’Leary completed her residency and internship at Scott & 
White Memorial Hospital in Temple, Texas. But while she was there 
she joined a few different medical mission trips to Mexico. These 
trips left an impression on her heart that no matter how she ended up 
practicing medicine vocationally, she always wanted to be involved 
in charitable work as well. 

“When I moved to the Metroplex after I 
left Scott & White, I looked for an 
opportunity to volunteer at a charitable 
clinic,” O’Leary shares. “When I didn’t 
find one, I went to Grace Outreach Center 
in Grapevine with the idea of starting one. 
It took us two years, but we started doing 
a clinic in the church hall. In 2007 we 
moved into a permanent facility and I 
spent all of that time volunteering as their 
medical director.” 

It was May of last year when we first 
met Dr. O’Leary. She heard about our 
opening and contacted us. They had been 

talking about moving from the Metroplex to the Hill Country, and 
this seemed like the perfect fit.  

“My ambition is to find the right balance in taking care of my 
family and sharing the gift of being a doctor,” O’Leary explains. 
This made the opportunity seem perfect: a charitable clinic in the 
beautiful Texas Hill Country. But after a couple of months of 
deliberation, the timing was not right. 

Over the last year both the center and the O’Leary’s have been 
seeking God’s will. We have looked at several doctors, and the 
O’Learys have pursued different options as well. But we always 
seemed to come back to each other. 

   “My heart has always been to live out 
God’s command to take care of those in 
need,” O’Leary continues. “So Denis and 
I are thrilled to be working with The 
Good Samaritan Center and become part 
of the Fredericksburg community.” 
   We would be remiss if we did not take 
a moment to thank all of the physicians 
who came to help us over the last year. 
Some of you were here once and some 
for several months. Either way, we could 
not have survived this last year without 
you. In the spirit of the good Samaritan, 
you stopped and took notice of someone 
in need. May you all be richly blessed. 

Denis and Christa O’Leary have five children. 
Front row left to right: Sam, Julia, and Ciara. 

Back row left to right. Sean and Anna. 
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Your Chance to be Involved 
 

People often ask us how they can help. Here 
are some options for you as you prayerfully 
consider how you might join us in reaching out 
to our neighbors. 

Help us get the word out: 
□ Bring your friends by for a tour. 

□ Invite us to present to your church, social, 

or civic organization. 
 

Volunteer: 
□ Become a weekly administrative/medical 

volunteer. If you speak Spanish we 
definitely need your help. 

□ Help with facility maintenance and 

cleaning. 
□ Join our landscaping crew. 

□ Assist us in conducting fundraising events.  

□ Conduct a public education class. 
 

Donate: 
□ Become a monthly/regular donor to cover 

our $85 per appointment cost (we see 200-
260 patients each month). 

□ Donate “Wish List” items or services your 

business might provide. 

Thank you! 

Our mission is to provide 
coordinated and 

affordable health and 
social services that 

minister to the physical, 
emotional, and spiritual 

needs of the unserved and 
underserved in the Texas 

Hill Country (Blanco, 
Gillespie, Kimble, Llano, 

and Mason Counties). 

Melissa Triplett, DDS, is a 
volunteer dentist every month. 
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Wish List: 
 

□ Black & White Laser Printer. 

($200) 

□ Small used coffee table for 

counseling room. 

□ Used filing cabinet for legal-

sized paper. 

Please call to verify that someone 
has not already donated your 
chosen item. 

We have a new 

Medical Director! 

(see page 5) 


